
18 6 9 TIMES 
quarterly newsletter of 

THE UNITED STATES 1869 PICTORIAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATES 
Volum e 2, No. 2 Novembe r l 976 Whole No. 5 

Dear Ass oc iates, 

I believe we ha ve a number of int e res t ing items in this edition of the "Times" wh ich should m ak e y o ur study and 
collecting of the U.S. 186 9 issu e ha ve g reater meaning and bring mo r e e nj o yment. First o f all, this e diti 0 n i s 
copyrighted, as will be all futu r e ed itio n s . Your B oar d o f Directo rs felt that the type , f m aterial be ing presen­
ted here should be protected in this manner. 

In additio n to the usual Auction Action article by Michael C. 1) 1 Reilly and the current series o n the newly unco v ­
ered Stamp Agent's ledger Sheets by Michaell aurence , we are pleas ed to r eprint an articl e 0 n the H. B. Shaw 
"find" o riginall y published in STAMPS MAGAZINE in 193 2. It was sent in by B ruc e Hazelto n, and o f c o urse p er­
mission has been granted by H.L. lindquist Publications. We think you w ill find this narrative breathtaking 1 

The re ar e a numb e r of o ther g oodies, such as updates on the 2c bisect article w ritt e n b y Jo n R'se in ') Ur Inter ­
phil Publication and other input o n the 2c & 3c bisects used on tax n o tices to expand -:J n the article by Margaret 
Wunsch als o in the Interphil Publication. Further tidbits h e r e and there ha ve been contributed by MikeLa'i:irence. 

CORRECTION - Your Edito r goofed o n the proposed title for ou r Annual Public ation . T h e p r oposal was T HE 
REGISTER , not RECORD. Somehow he got the wr o ng name o n the brain and publi shed i t in the preceeding n e w s­
letter (and several o ther plac e s). The name, T HE REGISTER , was the proposal o f Secretary Don Haller, and 
is quite a good one at that. It has been appro ved by the Board. Henceforth, when y o u see o r h ear reCe r e nc e to 
THE REGISTER, pl e ase remember that is the title of o ur annual compilation o f research art icles on the 1869 
issue. The Interphil Publication, although not titled thusly, shall b e re fer r ed to as the 1976 REGIS TE R . 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE CONTINUES - O ur Association continues to grow with mem­
ber number 156 being assign ed recently. Please be o n the l ook-out fo r potential 
new members for the PRA and urge them to join . Drop a post c ard to o ur Secretary 
giving the name and address o f anyone you feel might be interested . D o n will send 
them the current "Times" and a pers o nal l e tte r outlining benefits. 

The PRA is attempting to accomplish ve ry much in the publication and disseminatio n 
of information abou t the 186 9 issue. W e ar e finding this to be expensive. It is g o in g 
to require a ve ry healthy membership to continue this wo rk. Please h e lp u s keep 
on track by attracting n ew members-- and of course by maintaining your own mem­
bership. It's the only way we can keep up this pace . But give us the means , and 
the sky's the limit. 

In this edition will be found a copy of th ~ PRA Constitution and By-laws approved 
the Board this summer. Again, it was the concensus that each membe r should 
ha ve a personal copy. 

As prev iously reported, the respo nse to the fir s t Annual Publication (: 976 In­
terphil REGISTER) has been fantastic . All copies ar e now exauste d an d it 
has b een propose d that the PRA do an official reprinting of this valuabl e 
information. Those who are inte res ted in o btainin g a copy of such a reprint 
at $15 each should write at o nce t o Don Hall e r, P.O. box 363, Mel ean, VA 
22101. Pl e ase note: do not send money, just a statement of yo ur intent to purchase 
if the decision to reprint is made. R e p e at , this has not been decided and w ill not 
be d ec ided until we see h ow many books we coul d sell-.- T h e re is m uch r es is tanc e 
to tyin g up a lot of m oney in uns o ld 1976 REGISTERS, when we w ill ha v e to pay fo r th e 
1977 REGISTER ri ght awa y . All comments, pro or con ar e solicited. 

Future editions of th e "18 69 Times" w ill co ntain no l ess interestin g m ateria l than c o ntained herein. W e ha ve 
obtained rights t o r epr int two very impo rtant ar tic l es dealing with 1869 philately f r o m H.L. Lindquist Publications. 
originally fo und in "The Stamp S p ecialist" in 1939-40. M icha ell a ur ence , when he fini shes w i th the "L Pd ge r Sh eets" 
w ill begin a series on his specialty, the l Oc 18 69 on cover. What is pro posed is a listing of kn o wn l Cc c ove r s , by 
destination u t ilizing 2-3 pa ges per ed ition .. Includ e d would be pr efato ry remarks , illu strat i0 ns of c overs and mar­
kings. M icha e l says this w ill be the first step towa r d the book h e wants to wr ite , wh ich w ill b e ca ll ed , The l Oc 
Stam p of 1869 . Good ie, good i e~ 

"Strictly US", edit ed by Donna von Stein (w i fe of new memb e r Paul vo n Stein) in its cu rr ent editi0 n -Oct. 19 7 6 -
ca rries a r equest for information by Henry W. Beeche r about th e cho ice of the SS Adriat ic as the subj ect of th e 
l2c 1869. Maur ice Leigh Rob ins on, can you fill him in? A l so, Harry L. F in e has a nice articl e abo ut a 3c 18 69 
used f r om Red M o untain City, Montana Te rri tory in S T AMPS MAGAZ I NE fo r O c t o b e r 9, 19 7 6 . . , .. ,. 



18 69-Relate d Books In Preparation 

The C oll ecto r s Club of Chicago is pr e ­
paring a book on the Wate rbury, Conn. 
fancy canc e lla tio ns. Over the years much 
s tudy and at l east two mo nographs h a ve 
been done on these unusua l and artistic 
cancellations. And as .is almo st in ev ita­
ble in such cases, pho n ey a nd /o r qu e stio n 
abl e items ha v e found their way in to th e 
record. The Chicago Waterbury book, we 
are told, w ill d iffer from its predeces s­
ors in the way the markings will b e illus­
trated. In addition to tracings, eac h auth­
ent ic mark in g w ill be photographed o n full 
co ve r. Shown h e r e, by waY'of a n appetizer 
is one such cover, l;J.earing a 3c 1869 stamp 
to S o uth Carolina; the stamp well tied by 
the Waterbu r y " old woman in bonnet" can­
c e llation. The b ook will also contain data 
as to the earl iest and l atest r eco rd ed us e 
o f each Waterbury fancy canc e l , as well 

•( 

"\\\:vi . j ~'1 \vl,_ 1 llu--~ I 

c ~'\-\.. ql._. 'tv- ~ o-J~ w-<.1.~ 
I. 

as historical backgro und. The b oo k is still many months off, so that ad va nce o rd e rs are n 0 t yet be in g acc e pt e d. 
This work w ill obvious l y be of considerable interest to 1869 specia lis ts, and further de ve l o pments will be r e port e d . 

C l oser to realization, frorr> the same Chicago group, is David l . Jarrett's Col o rado Ter rihr ial and Pre- Terr i t­
orial Postmarks. This is a definitive catalog o f all the pos tmarks used in C o l o rado pri0 r t0 statehood , which 
occurred in 187 6. Accurate, li fe-sized tracings 0f eve r y known marking (bo th handstam ped and m anuscript) ar e 
included, along with notations as t o earl iest use , lates t use, scarcity and value. The b"Jok als o li sts postmaster 
compensat ions for th e entire period , s h ows all the po st office name changes and reloc atio n s, and includes a sec-
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t io n o n private exp r ess c o mpanies . Almos t 2 00 cove rs 
are illustrated , a number 0 f t h e m bearing 3c 1869 stamps. 

PRA memb e r Michae l laurenc e, w h o has fo ll owe d t he 
wo rk through the pr 0 duction pr0 cess , says that the 
Jarrett b oo k represents philate lic sc o lar sh ip at i ts ve r y 
best, and r e c omme nds it t o any 1869 c 0 ll ector who o wns 
c overs o r even l oo se single stamps sh"Jw ing Co l orado 
mark in gs. The book i s at the printer and is expecte d 
s omet im e la ter this year. Advance 0 rders ar e n "Jw being 
accepted. The regular e diti o n is priced at $17 . 5(' and the 
deluxe ve rsio n (which inc lud es a sl ipcase and a larg e, 
highly d eta il ed map o f Co l o rado du r ing the '70s) is $ 22. 5 C'. 

One oth e r note : St ill a vailable from the Chic ago group is 
Fred Schueren's The Un it ed States 1869 Iss u e, An Essay­
Proof His tory . The d e lux e ve rsio n of this wo rk quickly 
s o l d o ut , r egular cop ies are availabl e at $17 . 50 eac h. 
A ll the Ch ic a go books are copyrited, so r ep rints a r e 
unl ikely. T h e addr ess of the C.'l ll ech rs Club o f Chicago 
is 1029 N . Dearborn, Ch icago, Illino is 60610. 

Pres id e n t's Message 

I am w ri t in g this in the foothi ll s 'l f th e Cascade Moun­
tain Range in southern Washingto n. ()ur son lives here 
o n a r anch and we ar e restin g a nd ha v ing fu n w ith our 
g randchildr en. Everyth ing is lush g r een du e to the near­
ness of the o cean . But, there is a fee l of fall in the air 
and Ind ian summer is sta r tin g. 

Our l o ng fall and winte r n ights will b e sh0 r tened cons id­
erabl y if we turn t o o ur hobby , d o research and be cre­
ative. Then we may sha r e f in dings w ith 0u r fellow P ic ­
toria l Research Assoc ia tes thrl.lugh the " 1869 Times " & 

The Register. 

Remember , your f ind ings w ill in te rest others and Ben 
Chapman wants t o hea r from you, so that you can co ntri­
bute t o b o th of o ur publ icati0ns . Ben gives us great ser­
v ice and o ur l ast issue of the "1869 T imes" was ra ted 
S u perb. Th is i s your o rganizatio n , l ets all t r y to make i t 
eve rything it can be . Participate. Margaret L. Wunsch 
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THE STAMP AGE N T'S L EDGER SHEETS 

Part III 

by Micha e l Laur ence 

In the previo us two issues o f "1869 T imes", we discussed the general sign ificance of the rec entl y discovered 
stamp agent's ledger sheets for the 1869 stamps. We als o illustrated the two earl iest l edger sheets that ha v e 
c o me to light- - tho se fo r the weeks ending June l Z and June 19, 1869 . Then f<J ll o ws a six-mo nth ga p in there­
co rd . The next surviv ing ledger sheet, for the week ending December 18, 186 9, is sh<Jwn herewith 

We n o w commence an explana tion o f h <J w the ledger-sheet inf<J rma thn relates t0 the specif ic den0 minati0 ns of 
the 1869 issue. In addition to the info rmation discussed in Parts I and II , each weekly ledger sheet contained 
ten horizontal rows, ruled into eight ve rtical C<J lumns. Each o f the lC r <J ws represented a di ffe r ent denomina­
tion: lc, Zc, 3c , 6c, lCc, lZc , 15c, Z4c , 3Cc and 9Cc. (Th e two types <J f the l5c are a later distinction , made by 
collectors, to which the rec o rds were o blivio us . ) F o r each deno minatio n, the eight v ertical columns exnress -­
in numbers of stamps -- info rmation in two bro ad catego ries: "sta mps finished" and "stamps unfinished." In 
the stamps finished catego ry, we find the foll o wing five cells <J f info rmati0 n: balance in safe fr om last week , 
deposited in safe during week, spoiled during week, delivered t'J p<J st offices during week, and balance on hand 
this day. In the stamps unfinished category, we find three o ther cells <J f info rmati0 n: balance in s a fe from last 
week, deposited in safe during week, and balance o n hand this day. 

The significance of this in formation becomes more apparent when we confr0 nt it specifically, den >mination by 
denomination. For these purpo ses, it is necessary to recast the ledger - s h eet in fo rmation indi v iduall y, by de­
nomination. This makes the figures easier t o comprehend, and als o pro vides specific inhrmathn ab'1ut specific 
stamps, making the info rmation more useful to contempo rary c oll ecto rs. In an abbreviated way, this informa­
tion has already been published, in Herzo g's inestimable article in Chro nicle 89 . F 0 r the r ec 0 r d , we c 0 mmence 
herewith a more complete c o mpilation starting with the lc stamp. 

The lc 1869 Stamp - Table 1 sho ws the l edger - sheet data fo r the lc 1869 stamo. The 
statistical pattern establi shed here is m o re o r l e ss fo llo wed by all the 0 ther denomina­
tions. F o r the first week (ending June lZ) we can see that quite a larg e supply > f stamps 
(3. 35 million) was o n hand, fr o m which a fairly large percentage !almost half a million 
stamps) was delivered to the po stmaste rs. In the four subsequent weeks hr whic h we 
have information, deliveries we r e muc h l ower : they n ever exceede d ZC7, CCO and averaged 
157 , COCa week. At this delivery rate, the Z, 7ZZ, 500 stamps o n hand June 19 were about 
17 weeks' supply-- enough to last into mid-Oct<J ber. It seems likel y (th>ugh n>t prov­
able at this point) that at l east one subsequen t printing o f lc stamps was made sometime 
during September o r Octo ber <J f 1869. In his Chro nicle article, Herz0 g uses the l edger 
sheets and other evidence to c o nclude that the lc 186 9 stamo went thr0ugh "at l eas t one 
o r two printings in each quarter they were current." I think this estimate is high , b as ed 
o n the evidence at hand. However, in the absence o f the missing l edger sheets , we are 

all guessing. Perhaps c o llecto rs who specialize in the lc 1869 stamp can pra duce on-c o ve r evidence showing color 
distinctions or other variations that will give us a bette r insight inb how many l c printings there were. 

TABlE l l c 1869 

FINISHED STAMPS s UNF I N I HED STAMPS 

Week Ba lanc e In Depo sited In Spo iled Deliv e r e d T o Balance Ba lance In Deposited In Ba lance 
Ending Safe From Safe During During P o st Offices On Hand Safe Fro m Safe During On Hand 
In 186 9 Last Week W e ek Week During W e ek This Day Last Week Week This Day 

6-lZ 3, 351, zoo 487,ZOO Z,864 , 00C 

6-19 Z, 864,000 141, 500 Z,7ZZ,5CO 

lZ-18 Z39,800 Z06 , 600 33,ZOO 1. zoe. coo 1, zcc ' coo 

l Z- Z4 33,ZOO 1, 190, Z50 9, 750 1Z 9, 500 1, 093, 950 1, zco , ooc 

lZ- 31 1, 093, 950 150, 3CO 943, 650 

No matter how many printings th e lc stamp went thro u g h , the supply was v irtually exhausted by mid- D ecemb e r. 
This w e know from the ledger entry fo r the week ending D ecember 18 ( reprinte d h e rewith) which sh>w s Z3 9, 8CO 
stamps o n hand at the b e ginning o f the week , f r o m which Z0 6, 600 were deliver e d to th e po st offices , l ea v ing a 
paltry 3 3 , ZOO stamps. Ho we v er, during tha t we ek , as Table 1 sho ws , 1. Z millio n "un finished" lc stamps w e r e 
depo sited in the safe. We can deduce that these w e re printed sheets that had n <J t yet c o mpleted all the additional 
steps of gumm ing, grilling and perfo ration. This wo rl< was C<J mpleted the fo llo wing week. For the we e k e nding 
D e cember Z4, 1869 , Tabl e l sho ws that l, 190, Z50 finished lc stamps were d e po s i t e d in the safe: th e remaining 
97 5 0 (65 sheets of 150) stamps were spo iled al o ng the way, presumably whil e b e ing perforated . 
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from last week. 

Deposited in Safe 

during week. 1.hia day. 
Spoiled I Delinxed to P01t-Offioee i Bala.noe on hand Balance in Safe I Deposited in B&f'e Balance on hand 
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STAMP AGENT'S LEDGER SHEETS (Cont . ) 

At the end of the year, 943, 650 lc stamps were o n hand, and deliveries were a ve ra g ing 140, COO a we ek . T hus, 
less than seven weeks' suppl.y r emained. By this time, of cou rse , the c om pany was alr e ady to 0 l in g up t0 make 
the new senes of stamps whtch collectors today know as the Ba nknotes. The 1869 series w 0 u l d s o on be rasse 
so the compa ny wa~ t r yin g to keep its invento ry as low as poss ibl e . It i s poss ibl e, thoug h n o t certain , that on'e 
or more l c 1869 prmtmgs were mad e in the early m o nths o f 1870 . Perhaps o n- cove r ev idence can answer this t00 . 

The 2c 1869 Stamp - Table 2 show s the l edger - sheet data f•:H t he 2c 1869 stamn. H e r e 
a n d for the 3c stamp, the data suppo rts He rzog's and o ther 's conc l usions that the stamp 
was all but continually in pro ductio n . No te o nc e a gain that deliveries b r the week ending 
June 12 substantiall y exceed tho se fo r any o ther week . My guess-- a nd it's o nly a g u e ss-­
is that the week ending June 12 was the l ast week during w hich ini t ia l sunpli es of 18 69 
stamps we r e sent out t o pos tmasters . Subsequent week s --acc 0 rding to th~ gu es s - ­
would r e present replen i sh lT'e nt of ex isting stocks o nly , an d these shipments w0 uld n ec ­
essarily b e less than the initial supply. In the "unfinish e d sta mp s " c a tego ry, not e that 
n ew stock of 2c sta mps was depo sited in the safe during fo ur of the f ive weeks fo r which 
we have informa tion . Del ive ries were so l arge as t o r equir e v irtuall y non - stop produc­
tion. Note , howe v er, that o n the last day o f 18 69, a l most 15 million 2c stamps (finished 
and unfinished) were o n hand , with deliver ies then averaging less tha n a millir>n a w eek. 
W ith the 2c stamp, and with many of the others, it is at least p0 ss ible to c • nclude that 

t he year- end stock on hand was sufficient to last well unt il mid - Apri l, where up0 n th e 2c Banknotes wc>Ul d be ready . 
Accord in g to Sco t t, the earliest known use fo r this and most of the other o r iginal Banknotes is Ap ril 12, 1870 . 

Week Bal a nc e In 
Ending Safe From 
In 18 69 Last Week 

6-1 2 11 , 292, 800 

6-19 9, 077, 9CO 

12 -1 8 7 , 044, 7CO 

12-24 8, 682 , 2( 0 

12- 31 7' 771, ( oc 

TABl E 2 - 2 c 1869 

FINISHED STAMPS UNFIN ISHED STAMPS • 
Depo sited In Spoiled De l ivered To Ba l ance Balance In Depos ited In Ba l ance 
Safe During During Post Offices O n Ha nd Sa fe From Safe Dur ing O n Band 

Week Week During Week T hi s Day Last Week Week This Day 

2, 214 , sec 9, C77 ,9CC l , llC ,COC 2 , C7C ,CC C 3, l8C , CCC 

373, 7 50 8 , 7C4 , 150 3, 18 0 , CCC 3CC , CCC 3, 48C'. CCC 

3, l8C , CCC 60,CCO l, 5 42 ,500 8,682 , 2CC 6 , 48C, CCC 3,240, CCC 6 , 48C, CC ( 

972,2CO 7 , 7lC , CCC 6 , 48C, COC 6, 48C. CCC 

838, 30C 6,, 871 , 7CC 6, 480, CCC l , 47C,CCC 7 , 95 C. CCC 

The 3c 1869 Stamp - Table 3 sho ws the data fo r the 3c 181'-9 stamp . T his in fo r mation 
i s so vast as to be all but unintelligible, to this writer at l east. It is q uite cl e ar , and 
should come as no surprise , that th e stamp was constantly in pr0 duction. Not e once 
a gain that deliver ies during the week e nding June 12 w e re much la r ger than subs equ e nt 
weeks . No te too, that the s u rpl y o n hand a t year's e nd was suf f ic ient to mak e del ive r i e s 
unt il the a p peara nce of th e Bankno tes . C0nsulting the f igures hr t h e week end ing Dec. 
31, we see that ove r 3 5 m illio n finished stamps were 0 n hand, a nd ove r 31 m ill ion u n ­
fin i shed stamps reposed in the vault . Th is is a t o ta l of 66 m ill ion, and del ive ries to 
post offices we r e then a ve rag in g unde r 4 m illion a week . Thus, the supply o n hand was 
adaqu ate to prov ide sh ipments thro u gh l ate Ap r il. Yo ur writer ' s o pinion , subject to 
c h a n ge on the basis of better info rmat ion, i s that by the end of 1869 , th e National Rank 
No t e Company wa s a ll but done with th e p ri nt in g of the 1869 stamps. There we r e un ­
f inishe d stamps in stock, to be sure; these c ould b e p e rfo r a t e d at need. But the com­

pany' s press time durin g 187 0, so the data here publ ished sugge sts, was larg ely devoted to the Banknote sta mps. 
Next tim e w e will expand o n this conclusion, as we discuss the l edge r f igures fo r the higher va lu e 18 69 sta mps. '";' 

TABlE 3 - 3c 1869 

FINIS H ED STAMPS UNF I NIS HED S T AMPS 

Week Bala n c e In Depo s ited In Spo il e d Delivered To Ba l a nc e Ba la nce In D epo s ite d I n Ba lance 

End ing Safe From Safe During During Pos t Off ices O n Hand Safe F r om S a fe D uring On Hand 

In 18 69 Last Week Week Week D ur in g Week This Day Last Week Week T hi s Day 

6-12 6, 347,300 9, 426, 300 203, 700 7,817 , 600 7, 95 6, co o 19, 6 50, ceo l0 , 68C , CCO 2C' , 7CC , CCC 

6- 19 7, 956,0CO 3,200,550 39, 4 50 3 , 9 29, 500 7 , 227, 05 0 2C,7CC,CCO lC, 02C,COC 27,480,COC 

12-18 30,863,400 6, 186, 7 50 113, 250 4, 773 , 500 32,2 7 6,6 50 22 , 290, 00 0 6 , 8 l C,CCO 22 , sec , ccc 

12-24 32,276,650 7,981,800 88,200 3, 723, 500 36,534,950 22,800,0CO ll , 580, coc 26, 3l C, COC 

12- 31 36,534 , 950 2,490,000 30, coo 3,946, 700 35,078,250 26, 310 , 000 7,4 70,00(' 31, 260 , CCC 
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NEW MEMB ERS -- welcome t o the U nited Statesf\Pictorial R esearch Ass 0 cia te s! 

#143 
#144 
#145 
#146 
#147 
#148 
#149 
#150 
#151 
#152 
#153 
#154 
#155 
#156 

Barbara R. Mueller, 225 So uth Fischer Ave., Jeffers o n, Wisconsin 53549 
Jack E. Molesworth, 88 Beaco n St., B o sto n, Mass . 02lC8 
William G. Bogg, 643 Fifth Avenue So uth, Naples , Florida 33940 
Brian R. Mullin, M, D,, 10400 Rockville Pike, R o ckville, Md . 20852 
DKCM David J. Ogle, Disp. Off ice, Naval Air Statio n, Alameda, Calif. 94501 
Marvin H. Raphael, 267 Scolfield Road, Rochester , N , Y, 14617 
lewis Kaufman, P, 0, b ox 255, Kiamesha, New York 12751 
Henry L, C, Wenk, III, 31 Bonnie Dr . , F o rt Salo nga, No rthpo rt, N, Y, ll768 

Steven Hines, P.O . b ox 09250, Chicago, Illinois 60609 
Paul vo n Stein, VOJ\JCORP, Dunedin, Florida 33528 
R o bert E. Brunck, 2806 R oyal Circle Dr . , Bunble, Texas 77338 
WilliamS. Weismann , 343 Dolphin Dr., Oceanside, Calif. 92054 
James D. Adams, 731 No rth Euclid Ave ., Pittsburgh, Penna . 15206 
John E. Bonwell, III , 1904 linwoo d Way, San Leandro, Calif. 94577 

Name/ Address Changes 

#10 
# 31 
#44 

#ll6 

Millard H. Mack 
Col. Robert G. McClellan 
--:f01ii1 McMahon 
432 West 62nd Terrace 
Kansas City, Mo. 64ll3 
Dr. Edward C . Shore 
South Hills 
lew istown, Penna. 17044 

#59 

#82 

J o hn A. Russ o 
P . O. b ox 12767 
St . Paul, Minn. 55112 
R o bert Abels o n 
ll205 So uth Washtenaw 
Chicago, Ill. 60655 

#95 Walter G. Render 
5312 Clarewood - Apt 2lC 
Houston, Texas 77081 

#9 6 A l ex Adelman 
Washington Univ. Box 3016 
6515 Wydown Blvd. 
Clayton, Mo. 63105 

#105 Ms . Kit Schonbrun 
P.O. box 183 
Arn0ld, Maryland 21Cl2 

Please send any changes of address promptly to the Secretary. 

l et 's all drink to the success o f the PRA ! 

And a large part o f that succ e ss will come fr0m Ass 0 ciates renewing their memb e r­
ships for the 1976-77 fiscal year. O ur annual dues are no w payable. Dues n 0 tices ha ve 
b een sent to tho se who have n o t yet paid fo r 1977. 

In o rd e r to give everyone one m o re chance fo r payment behre being dro ooed fr >m the 
membership r o ll, the deadline fo r dues payment will b e tw0 we eks after mailing ..,f this 
ed ition of "1869 Times. 11 

This newsletter w ill be you r last c o rrespondence fr o m the PRA unless 19 76-77 du es 
are paid . Yes, success, and plenty o f it-- to b o th the PRA and the 1977 REGISTER! 

ADDITIO NAL 2c 1869 BISECTS REPORTED BY JON ROSE CAL VET HAHN WRITES ABOUT COVER 

Jon Rose , author of the well-researched article on the use of the 2c 1869 bisected stamos o n c 0ve r writes that 
he ha s three additional listings, to bring the total known 2c bisects o n cover to an even 2 0 . 
His letter states: "I thought I wo uld let you know that three m o re two -cent 1869 bisect c ove rs are known, on e 
most probably genu in e , the secon d poss ibly s o and the third pro bably no t. Here is the rel evant data, as set forth 
acc ording t o the article I wrote: 

1) left verti.cal bisect, at tache d o n l e ft to straight e dge copy o f ll3; l owe r l e ft p0 sitio n on c0ver: used fr om 
Mongaup, N, Y,, to Alfr e d , Maine; date of usag e uncl ear; tied by black target: n 0 certificate: sold for 
$700, H . R. Harm e r sal e of the He ssel Collectio n , June 8-10, 1976 , l o t 688. 

2) Right ve rtical bis ect, attache d to ll 3; upp e r right positio n o n cover ; us e d (c ourt house c 0 ver , Ho us e .of 
Representatives) from somewhere in Pennsyl vania t o G ettysburg , Pa .; July 15, 1872; tied by black grid· 
PF declined t o stat e o pinio n: Millard Mack c o ll e ctio n . 

3) Left vert ical bisect, used o n 2c R eay envelope (U8 0); upp e r c e nter po sitio n o n C>ver ; fr"Jm East Clarendon, 
Vt., to Salem, N, Y , ; Nov. 3 (no year); tied b y n e at black "PAID" in circle; PF said the bisect was "can­
celled by favor and did n o t pass thro ugh the ma ils," in Elliott H . C o ult e r co ll ect io n. 

"Regarding the East Clarendo n cover, it is my o pinio n that this cover could have passed thro ugh the mails being 
a l eg itimate use o f the 2-cent bisect paying o ne-c ent of the th r ee -c ent domest ic rate. There is n0 dir ect ev id ence 
to the contrary. 11 

In the current " Chronicl e " (U.S, Philatelic Classics S0 ciety quarte rl y publicatio n) there is an excell ent ar tic l e 
writte n by Cal vet M. Hahn about the 2c 1869 do ubl e bis ect in his coll e ctio n . This is c 0ver #15 in the Ros e ar tic l e 
and as a r e sult of the pho tographs and pro se pr e sented doe s app ear t o b e tied. T his i s quit e an unusual usage and 
it i s treate d well by Hahn , who is n o t currently an Ass ociate. So me o ne sign him up! ~~;~ 
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My Greatest Thrill a Find of 
150,000 U. S. Covers 

Edite>r's Ne>te: The folhwing article was 
gracious ly sent in by Bruce W. Hazelton 
(PRA #17) after reading the las t edition. 
This is the kind 0 f response we need, you 
all keep it up~ A quote from his letter is 
fo und below; all the preface r equired. 
Permissio n t0 reprint the article has been 
o btained from STAMPS Magazine . 

"I read with interest Michael C. 0'Reilly's Auction Actio n in the August "1869 Times " in which h ere­
lated the hearsay background info rmatio n o n H. B, Shaw from Michael laurence. This in format ion is 
100% correct. Enclosed find a Xerox of an article by Sterling D0w, the autho r of Maine Postal 'f-Jistory 
& Postmarks, which appeared in STAMPS MAGAZil'E (Vol. l , No. 7, 29th Oct. 1932) in which Dow de-
scribes his Greatest Thrill... Even tho ugh he does n o t name the to wn o r the name of the source of 
his 'find', I know first hand that he was describing 'Hat' Shaw of Alfred, Maine. The article is self 
explanatory but if ye>u want to completely boggle the imaginatio n, just think what that 'find' would be 
worth today if kept intact. As you can read, practically every imaginable variety o f usage of the '69 
issue under the 24c stamp was in this 'find'." 

MY GREATEST THRIL·l A FIND OF 150, 000 U, S, COVERS by Sterling T. D'w 

The pleasure and thrill at findin~ o l d letters and stamps, as I have read the accounts of them in the philatelic 
press, strikes a responsive chord. Be the C')llector ever so pleased at the finds of o thers, the.re is neverthe­
less the unspoken wish that the luck might have b een his o wn. Well, I think I have had my share, only do not 
think for a moment that, like any real c0llector, I do n o t h o pe h find m o re. 

In the quiet town which was formerly my home, I intro duced myself on one 0ccasi e> n t') an old man who was 
expert in repairing antique furniture. My object was to find o ut if he ever unearthed old letters in his pursuit 
of old furniture . The first v isit pro duced nothing, nor did the second pnve productive . The third time I 
dropped in he recalled to mind the repairs he had made to the roof e>f a w0odshed in a neighboring town, h e 
being at the time an ordinary carpenter. "I do not know why I didn't think of ·it before, 11 said he, " but the t0p 
of that woodshed was full of letters tied up in bundles. 11 

After securing the name of the owner of that shed I bided by time for a vis it. 
itself and I started. IJn the way I fell in with a friend, a native of the town to 
to my query about the person I wished to meet, h e informed me that he was a 
he would introduce me. 

Soon the opportunity presented 
which I was g'Jing, and in reply 
life-long friend of this p erso n and 

In due course the introduction took place. I asked if there were o ld l etters there . There were. Could I see 
them? I could, Could I buy them? I could, and was led to the woodshed. There they were, just as had been 
told me, up on the beams of the shed, tied up in bundles. Transportation was the next problem, wh ich I solved 
by going to a nearby grocery and purchasing three largest size sugar barrels. These the grocer kindly brought 
to the shed and I filled them, heading them with burlap. Then I took them to the railroad station and consigned 
them to my home by freight. 

~~~:::a)/•; .. '; 
~ /'( ~~J , , __ j 

This is a good example of an outstanding "Shaw" cover. Sold at the He ssel Auct ion of June 8-10, 
197 6 by H. R, Harmer, Inc. for $475 . The 3c was pr e sumably applied by sender at home. Clerk, 
feeling cu rrency or coin within , suggested r eg istry , whereupon l5c additional postage was added. 
Both postal markings are in Green. Note the "200" in ms.; it was Shaw's bo0 kk eeping note. 
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My Greates t Thrill .. ... (Cont. ) 

Then I went home to await their arrival, but they did not come .... They had gone astray on the railro ad. It 
was late fall and I wanted the letters to l ook ove r in the l ong winter eve nings. Week after week went by. Imag­
ine my impatience. Finally I could stand it n o l onger so I returned to the "wo odshed" town and bought three 
more barrels, fi ll ed them and shipped them by American Express this time. 

The express shipment came alo ng on time, followed shortly after by the fre ight shipment. What a ti!Tle I had that 
winter~ My good helpmate chided me in her nice way for "spending your m o ney fo r tho se dirty old letters that the 
rats have been running over for forty years. " (Must have been about 1910 - Ed.) 

All this happened before the days when original covers beca!Tle such a vogue nor was much attenthn oaid to odd 
and unusual cancellations. To think of all the fine covers I destroyed by cutting out the sta!Tlps gives me a fee l­
ing of much regret now. But what ' s the us e, I had my fun and profit too . Only--- I wish I had "those dirty 
old letters" now. 

The party from whom I bought this accumulation was in akind of notion business, d o ne entirely by mail, and 
from about 1865 to 1880. Advertisements were inserted in papers and magazines all ove r the United States, al­
ways short, but very catchy. Covers there were fro!Tl every nook and c o rn e r of the Un ited States, l o ts of them 
from Canada, and a go od showing from the other Canadian provinces and single items. from Brazil and Germany. 
The trader had tucked each letter back into its envelope and tied them up in bundles of one hundred. I ittle did 
I realize what I had purchased until I got well under way in my examination. What made the acumulatio n of es ­
pecial interest and value was the fact that in each bundle I would find o ne o r more registered letters. T he high­
est denomination found was the l5c stamp. 

But the reader, if he is still reading, is asking impatiently, "What did he find?" Of the fifteen cent sta!Tlps I 
had more than one thousand copies of seven dif fe rent issues and all in collectable condition. The r e we re f i fteens 
of 1862, 1867, 1869 both types, 1870, 1871 and 1873 . Of the grilles of l87C there were at least fifty copies, but it 
was impossible to see these grilles wh il e they were o n the cover. Of the o ne cent 1869 there were ove r one hun­
dred good copies and some forty strips of three. Eve ry denomonation was there in quantity except that I found 
no three cent pink or grilled all over. I thought fo r a while that I had found an 18 Xl3 grill, but careful inspection 
w ith a good glass showed two grilles, the edge of one almost co incid ing with the edge of t h e o ther, and both grill eo 
must have been put o n sidewise, at that. There were n o grilles of the ten and twel ve cents of 1870 , but the seven 
was fairly abundant. 

Now for the split provisionals. All that Scott li sts were there, n ot to mentio n diago nal 
halves of the six cents of 1869 and 1871. There were about forty of these splits, and la­
mentably, there was not one that I could not ha ve made myself. Either they were pen ­
cancelled or the cancellation did not tie the split to the cover. Too bad. 

One evening as I sat po ring over the covers, sciss ors in hand, I cut a stamp o ut and o n 
turn ing it over I found part of an unused stamp o n the other side . By this t ime I had 
been through abou t two-thirds of the accumulation , and I immediate l y began t o wonder what there was inside the 
envel opes wh ich I was missing. I started at o nce an examination of the interior of the envelopes with the result 
of finding more than three hundred unused three cent stamps, several twos and a vert ical block of six of the 3c 
1869. No r was this all I found, for a U.S. dollar bill came to light, also one of the Province of Canada together 
w ith sundry three cent nickels and silver five cent pieces. 

T here were plenty of split gr ill es and a few thre es with end r o ller grill. There was a beautiful horiz e>ntal 
strip of three of the six cent 1870, fine color and well centered, in every way desirable. The right hand 
stamp had a good grill, the middle one had a faint grill and on the left stamp no grill was discernible. 

I do not know how many letters there were in this accumulation, but it de>es seem as i f each barrel would 
hold two hundred and fifty bundles of o ne hundred letters each. This would be o n e hundred and fifty th0 us­
and letters, and I do not think this number is far wrong. Do you suppose that any such number of letters 
will ever be found again in one l ot? I do not. 

There is an interesting sequel to this find . I believed that I had found everything there was in that o ld shed 
and shall always think so. Can you imagine any "dyed -in-th e - wool" collector lea v ing anything behind ? At 
all events, in 1926, anoth e r man, not a collector, unearthed about thirty thousand m o re letters f r om the same 
source. I had the pleasure of handling this lot als o. The o utstanding items o f this l ot was splits of the Black 
Jack and two cent 1871. The Black Jack was a beauty . The cover was clean, the whole stamp fine l y centered, 
the diagonal half was attach ed to the whole stamp at the l eft, and a light target cancellation fell o n the wh0 l e 
stamp and on the cut . If it had been made to order it could not have been better. The re were two splits 0 f 
the two cent 1871, both tied properly by cancellations, but not as satisfactory as the Black Jack. The r e were 
two strips o f three of the six cent 1869 , a split of the two cent pen-cancelled, a pair eac h of the seven cent 1871 , 
and 1873 and nine other singles besides . There were twenty five ext ra fine c overs carrying the fifteen cent 
1869, including two of type l. There was a vert ical pair and single o f the o ne cent l87C w ith end roll er grill . 
Th i s item was not in reall y fine c o ndition. So hard is it to obtain old U ,S, in really fine condition that it will 
occasion little surprise on the part of the person of expe ri ence when I say that this ht of thirty thousand covers 
boiled down to about two hundred f ine and des irabl e covers. 

Yes, I know that I have had far more than falls to the l ot of the greater number of c 0 ll ectors, but like all oth e r 
devotees, I am still in hopes to unearth another f ind, but how, in reason, can it be as large as this. ':":' 
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AUCTIO N ACTIO N -- Like a duel, except you don 't know the o ppo nent. 

by M ichael C. O'Reilly 

Pickings were a bi t sl i m this quar ter, c aus ed as much by a po st-Interph il breather and 
fo lks taking the summ e r off as anything else. Keep an eye o ut fo r Part III o f the S idney 
A. Hessel collect ion coming up for sale by H. R. Harmer the first week of No vemb e r. 
We w ill r e po rt details of the 1869 l ot s next quarter . 

f')ur thanks to those correspo nd ents who w ro te to im prove o u r knowledg e of Ms . H. B . 
Shaw of Alfred, Maine. 'Jne such disclo sure sent in by Bruce Bazelto n is shown e l se ­
wher e in this edi tion. The g rap ev ine has it that the section o n " Co rr espo ndences " in 
the forthc o ming bo ok o n Indiana P o sta l Bisto ry by J . Da v id Baker IPRA #21) w ill con ­
tain additional in fo r m ation about Ms . Shaw. 

But, to get to the task at hand, the H. R. Harm e r sa l e 1#2349) o f J ul y 21 -22 , contained 
several l o ts of inte r est . l o t 53, a 24c 1869 w ith red c o r k c ancel and minor p e r f . faults 

brought $ ll 5 against a c atal o g of $225 . Another c o py of this stamp (l o t 54) w ith a hea vy cancel an d faul ts brought 
only $45, em phasizing the impo rtanc e of c o ndi tion . A 30c 1869 with a c o rk cancel and cente r ed to ton left cam e in 
at $ 55. Four lots of re-is s ues fo llowe d, realizing between a th ir d and a fo rth o f cata l o g . A ll had de ficien cies o f 
one kind or another , ranging from thins to r epe rf s . 

The Robert A. Sieg e l sale of June 2 3-25 had a bi t mo re variety in i ts offe rings beginning with l o t 227, which co n­
tained a partial set o f plate proofs o n card. The lc to 3c and 24c to 9Cc values were included and r ealized $280 
(CV $227. 50 ). Unused s ingles in fine or bet ter conditio n brought stro ng pr ices, in variable ove r c a ta log. A 1c 
buff realiz ed $95 (CV $90); a ve ry fine 2c b r own w ith jus t abo ut full o . g. realized $160 IC V $58); a ve r y fine '3 c 
l o comotive w ith small part o . g . r ealiz ed $130 (CV $38) ! Two nice unused 6c Washing h ns we r e in lots 241 & 242 . 
Each stamp was ve ry we ll centered; o n e ha v ing mino r gum s oaks in the g rill and the o ther had small faul ts. Each 
stamp realized $210 (CV $250). The unused l Cc stamps did n o t fare s o well: o ne stamp had t hin specks in the 
grill while the other had p e rfs cutting the l owe r le ft corn e r and a light crease. T h e fo rm e r r eal iz ed $5 7. 5 C wh il e 
the latter bro ught $25 (CV $275). F o llow ing this came two nic e used c o pies o f the l Cc b ringin g $47 .50 and $4 2. 5 0 
for a n egative Masonic cancel and a fancy geo metric r espectivel y (CV $42. 5C) . A fresh and fine un us e d c o py o f 

the 12c Adriatic (lot 251) realized $ l 6C (CV $225 ). 

l o t 254 was an unused 15c Type I with a double g rill. The stamp had a light corne r crease which may ha v e a ffected 
its va l ue as the stamp reaEzed $375, n o t surpassing the CV of $550 fo r a no rmally gri ll e d stamp. While unpric e d 
in unus ed c o ndition, the ra t io of a us e d stamp w ith this va ri ety to that o f a n o rmal gri ll is about 2 l / 2 : l. E v ident­
ly this ratio did not h o ld in this c as e fo r the unus e d stamp . I think s omebody got a good buy '"J n this o ne. Ho p e it 
wa s an Associate. 

l o ts 2 5 7 to 259 emphasized condition as each was an unu sed l 5c Type II in va rying degrees of med io c rity. The first 
was describ e d as fresh and fine, the middle as just f ine whil e the la st had perfs cutt ing the to p and a seal ed t ear. 
Prices fo r the t hre e ranged fr o m $150 for the nicest to $30 fo r the obviously less desirab l e ht 259 . The one in the 
middle almost split the price of the other two , bu t fe ll a bit short of $90 to realize $72. 5C. Of course, c a talog val­
u e ($2 75) was t he same fo r all three, which leads us to wo nder what the price '"Jf a r eally nice Type II wo uld come 
to. I o t 2 60 g ives a bit of an indication as a very f ine used co py of the same stamp r ealiz e d alm ""l st d o ubl e catalo g 
at $85 (CV $45). --

Six lots of the 24c stamp fo llowed, each stamp ha v ing s ome fau lt c ausing the r eali z atio ns to run abo ut one­
fourth catalog. This h e ld fo r both unused and used stamps. A n o table excepti '"J n wa s l o t 263, a used 24c stamn 
with a light cancel and thin spo t r e alizing just ove r half catalo g . 'Jnl y o n e 30c ' 69 was o ffe r ed. It was in fine 
c o ndit ion w ith a ros ette cancel and realized exactly half ca talog at $42. 5C. An unus ed 9Cc 1869 came quickly 
after with perfs cutting at le ft and just barel y clea r at the to p. With catalog at $ l 9CC, it realized l es s than l/4th 
at $450. Five l o ts o f used 90c stamps then pro ceeded to the auction blo ck, the first of which (l o t 269 ) al most 
broke over catalog at $400 (C V $425) . T he unusual geometric sunburst ca nc e l wa s pro bably r es no nsib1e for the 
price . Three of the other four 90c stamps we re faulty and c o nsistently b r ou g ht low nrices. A sound 9Cc with 
cutting perfs at left r e alized $26 0 in lot #271. 

Moving o n to a more recent Siegel auction (#496) of August ll-1 3 , a nice 12c '69 o n C7ve r fr , m Baltim7 r e to Eng­
land was sold. T he stamp was beautifully centered and tied by the Baltimo r e rn stma rk and killer. The co ve r 
was a bit r educe d at the top and has had a flap add ed. Evidently, these small fa ul ts d idn't dete r S7 me p ers is tent 
buyer as the lot realiz ed almost double catalog , com ing in at $260 (CV $13 5 ). 

Another nic e selection o f 1869 piec e s we r e o ffered by the Siege l Gall e ri es in the ir 4 9 7th sale h e ld S eptember 11 
in conjunctio n with "APS -MEMPHEX '76 ". This sal e is re v iewe d by Ben Chapman below: 
The two outstanding l o ts in th is sa l e fr om a r esearch standpo int were a 2c and a 3c bisect, each offe r ed on a 
piece of Tax No tice, a s recently t r eated by Margaret L. Wunsch in the 1976 PRA Interphil Publication. (For 
additional information , this article should be r ev iewe d.) 

Each of these l o ts sold for $160 o n the floor, an in your Editor ' s o pmton was slightly l ow fo r the 3c (lo t 191) con ­
side rin g it s co ndi t ion (average at best and much poo r er than any pho tog raphed in th e PRA Interphil Publication), 
and possibly a bargain for the 2c (a ltho ugh its cond it ion was no t the best e ither : p e n c anc e llatio n barely tied) . 
T he 2c lot came w ith a l ette r f r om E u gene K l e in n o ting th e authent icity of both l o ts , wh il e the 3c had a C'>ny o f th is 
letter thrown in. Having exam in ed both the l o ts and the l et ter , it wa s fe l t that placing th e l etter o n r ec,rd was o f 
considerable value. It is tran sc ribed on the fo ll ow in g pa ge . 
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AUCTION ACTIO N (Cont. 

Mr. H. Fitzsimmons 
ElOZ8 DeSmet 
Spokane, Washingto n 

Dear Mr. Fitzsimmons: 
March 9 , 193 6 

I acknowledge the receipt o f your letter of F e b. 9. I have again examined l o ts ( sic) Na s. l0C and l (IZ ver­
tical bisects of U.S. 1869 issue Zc and 3c stamps. I believe these to be genuine. 

They were used on Tax Notices in Washington , D, C. and bought as o riginal find by Mr. Huston, an e> ld 
Washington dealer. He in turn sold these to various collecto rs, in the present instance to Mr . G e rard Ten 
Eyck Beeckman whose property they are and who gave them to me to sell at auctio n. 

I return the two pieces to you herewith. You may, of course, send them t o Mr. Sl oane i f y"Ju wish it but 
in any case I hope you will l et me have a pro mpt decision to enabl e me to settle with the o wn e r. 

EK:FB 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours , 
Eugene Klein (Sig . ) 

What's interesting about th is letter is the string o f names (Huston , Beeckman , F itzsimm e> ns) was n e> t mentioned 
by Margaret, and of course the 3c piece was not known o r listed in the article. T hus w e have nr>w possibly 9 
3c pieces located or written about in the literature . Also, notwithstanding the revered name o f Euge ne Kl e in , the 
Tax Not ic es were mailed at luray, Virginia. The 3c piece was small and c o ntained the hllo wing printed letters 
on the front, "CE I Congress". It is similar to the l eft photo in Figure Z o n page 47 of the Interohil Publication, 
without the winged fo ld-out back portion (similar to Figure 3 page 47) . The stamp is a Z/3 v e rtical bisect, w ith 
the cut in the horizontal position with the perfs down . 

The Zc piece is potentially even more interest in g, showing the following printed message portion , " ess, you are/ 
ms w ithi" . Wow, where did that come fr1m? A little check ing shows us where. Ne>tice Figure l , page 46 of the 
Wunsch article. The words "you are" follow the word "Congress". The 1966 editio n o f Bro e>kman volume Z, nage 
164 shows an illustration of a tax notice po rtion ( ?) showing the following wordin g below "TAKE NOTICE": 
"formance of the sets of Congress, you are / ke out a Return according to the fo rms within I e same to me at my 
office WITHIN TEN DAYS I ATE BEFORE , o r the addition of FIFTY PER I ". 0bvio usly , the Zc piece was the 
same fo rm as the 3c luray forms. But, did it originate at I uray? Was Klein right abe> ut Washingtan, D, C,?? 
Possi~Only time will tell. It is unusual that the bisected 3c stamps were used at luray because of a supposed 
shortage of Zc stamps , and here we have a Zc stamp used (bisected)~ 0ther data tha t suggests usage away fro m 
Luray is the pen cancel. Why would the 3c stamps be tied by a grid handstamp and the Zc be pen cancelled ? 

Who can shed additional light on this subject ? Your Editor is extremely interested in this and has a c0uple of other 
ideas . Let's hear from the buyers of these pieces or h o lders o f the other bisects. 

Back to auction realizations. Also in the Siegel Auction was a v ery fine Zc single, unu sed with no gum which 
realized $52 . 50 (CV $57. 50). A fine copy of a similar stamp s o ld for $40. A very attractive Zc c e> ver with fancy 
Star of Diamonds and "New York C ity Station E" sold fo r $47 .5 0. A well centered 9Cc stamp with small flaws, 
but very fine appearance went fo r $350 (CV $425 ) . 

The last auction we shall review here was the Richard W olffers o ffering No . 51 held September 16-18. In this 
sale, lots 91 through 99 were composed of plate proofs o n card of the 1869 issue . These l ots we re generally 
vf to superb and sold for about 8C o/o of catalog value. A very fine 3c locomo tive unused witho ut grill (#ll4a) 
sold for $220 against a CV of $325. Possibly the reason was the hinge remnants and gum stains aro und some 
perfs. A mixed issue franking cover comprised of a lOc 1869 and 3 single 3c green Bankno tes sold hr $170. 
This cover had an illegible cds, repaired back and perf faults -- still very nice. 

The highlights of this sale were the appearance of one each of the famous bi-colo r in verts. lot 311 was the l5c 
Type II described as "black cork & light red c ane ' s, vivid shade, F-VF, a Great Rarity and F.xh ibition Piece' " 
It was bid up to $6500 (Catalog Value $7500). Next in l o t 314 came the Z4c described as "light black cane, l 
corner perf crease, cent'd VG (a ppeared clo se at top and very close at left to me), a Great Rarity. One o f only 
about lZ us ed sgls known- undercatalogued. II This beauty sold for $3500 (Catalo g Value $650C). Then came the 
ultimate 1869 single item~ The 30c invert in lot 317 was in the Newbury c o llectio n as is described as "huge 
margins, black segmented cork & light red cancels, faint thin, o /w fresh & Sup e rb, or0 bably one of the finest 
examples of this Great Rarity , the ultimate exh ibition piece, one of only lC' te> 15 known". We must agre e com­
pletely, it is breathtaking. It sold for $22, COC against a Catalog Value o f $23, 50(' , 

Other item s of in terest included a 30c unused without grill in very fine c o ndition. It S"J ld hr $900 ICV $ 11 00). 
Four 90c ' 69s sold fo r a fraction of catalog, each having defects o f a ne type e> r ano ther. Within the reissues , 
one item stands out. It is an unused 15c Type III imperfo rate h o rizo ntally ( #l29a) , with part og, fr e sh color, 
slight soiling o/w extremel y fine . It s o l d fo r $1050 against a catahg valu e o f $90C. ;~ * 

~~;,.,: .. 

~ 
Miss ing Something? You sure are if y o u aren't a member o f the U.S. Philatelic Classics Se> ci e ty . 
A quick review of the PRA membership indicates that less than ZO Ass ociates are n o t membe rs 0 f 
this fantastic philatelic organization. If you enjoy class ics, and y o u certainly do if y o u are a PRA 
member, then you should c o nsider bec o ming a Route Agent~ Membership application forms are 
enclosed herewith for all Associates who are not currently members . Write to Ba b T o th today. 
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THE UNITED STATES 1869 PICTORIAL RESEARt;_I.!__!ISSOCIATES (P RA) 

CONSTITUTION 

I. NAt.lE: This organization shall be knm.,..n as the UNITED STATES 1869 
--PICTORIAl. RESEARCH ASSOCIATES (PRA) and shall be a non-profit 

organization as described in paragraph VI I I. below . 

II. OBJECTIVES: The objectives of the PRA relative to the United 
States 1869 Pictorial Postage Stamp Issue are: 

A. To conduct , sponsor , guide and/or encot1ragc research and 
study of all aspects of this issue. 

B. To prepare, publish and cause to be published and to 
disseminate literature related to this issue for research, 
education and study. 

C. To encourage and assist students, col lectors, educational 
institutions and librarie s in performing research and study of 
thi s issue. 

D. To perform each and every act n ecessary or desi~able to 
fulfi ll th e above objectives. 

III . ME~1BERSHIP : ~fembership in the PRA is availab l e to all qualifi ed 
persons aged 18 or older of good mora l character who are 
interested or specialize in the United States 1869 Pictorial 
Postage Stamp I ssue. Prospective members must compl ete the 
necessary application form s and pay the initiation fe e and 
annua l dues before acceptance. 

IV. OFFICERS: The elected officers of the PRA are the President, First 
-viCe President , Secretary, Treasurer and three Directors. Th e 

Executive Board shall consist of the officers and directors 
noted above and shall be responsible for overall policies 
regarding PRA activities. The ExecuUv e Board may appoint such 
assistants to the above officers as may be necessary. Th e 
Execu tive Board shall be responsible for the receipt, adminis­
tration and disbursement of al l fund s donated under a tax 
deductib l e status. 

V. FI NANCES : Initiation fees , annual dues and other charges s hall 
-oeGetermined by the Executive Board. 

VI. COMMITTEES : Committees, as deemed neces sa ry by the President and/ 
or the Executive Board, shall be appointed by and responsible 
to the President. 

VI I . MEETINGS: An annual meeting will be h eld at the call of the 
-----president to accomplish s u ch business as may be required. 

Other meetings may be called by th e President or the Executive 
Board . Notices of all meetings shall be published in the 1869 
THIES at least 60 days before the date of the proposed meeting. 

VIII. NON PROFIT STATUS : The PRA do es not contemp lat<! pccuni<ny g<dn or 
prof1t, 1nc1dental or otherwise, to tl1e members , a11d no part of 
the net receipts of the PRA shall inure t.o t IH: hen efi t of or be 
distributed to the members, officers or directors . The PRA may 
pay necessary charges in furtherance of the objectives stated 
in paragraph II. above . No substantial part of the PRJ\ activi­
ties wil l be for propaganda purpo ses or otherwise attempting to 
influence l egis lation and the PRA shall not participate in, or 
intervene in (including the publishing 1111d dissemination of any 
material) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for 
public office. The PRA shall not conduct <~ny activiti es not 
pennitted to be conducted by an organization exempt from 
Federal Income Tax Liability as defined in pertinent and appro­
priate sections of present and futur e United S t ates Internal 
Revenue Codes and LaHs . 

I X. DISSOLUTION: In the event of the dissol11tion of the PRA, th e 
Execut1ve Board shall , after paying or maldnJ! provision for the 
payment of all PRA liabilities. distrlhute the remaining assets 
to non - profit philatelic organizations es tablished for such 
purposes as guiding and supporting philate l ic research and 
study , and publishing philatelic literat iiJ"C. The rcceivi11g 
organizations must be exempt from Federal Jn comc Taxes und er 
the provisions of Section SOl (c) 3 of the 1954 Jnternal 
Revenue Code and any similar provisions contained in future 
United States Internal Revenue LaH. No :1ssets of the PRA shal l 
at any time be distributed to any officc1·, member or donor, nor 
for the private benefit of any person . 

X. H1PLEI'-IENTATION: Implementation of this Constltuhon sha ll be m;:~de 
as specif1ed in th e Bylaws. 

XI. J\JIIENDI'-IENTS : Proposed amendments to the Const i t. ut ion and Bylaw s 
may be submitted in Nriting to the Presi dent at any Umc by 
any member for consideration by the Executive Board . A 
majority vote of the Executive Board \.,rill he sufficient for 
approval or rejection. 

DATED: August 19 76 

DO~~~r~~~llY 
Board ,J.;(.(t£_.....-c-/~ 

Prepared and submit ted by 

Approved for the Executive 

1 . ~1Et-1BERSHIP : Any qualified person of good moral character c1gc:d 
18 or older who is interested or specializes in the United 
States 1869 Pictorial Postage Stamp Is s ue may apply for mcmbc:1· ­
s hip in the PRA by filing an appli cat ion which includes uamc , 
address and other society affiliations Hith the SccreUery . Upon 
receipt of the application and the appropriate initintion fcc 
and annual dues, the Secretary will issue a membersl1ip CH l 'd with 
member name and number and shall record such in th(' PRA records. 
The initiation fee is $2 . 00 and the annual dues are $15 . 00; th~ 
latter includes one copy of the PRJ\ annual publication , TilE 
REGISTER , and four quarterly copies of the ne\.,rsletter, TilE 1869 
THIES . 

II. TERNS AND ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS: 

A. The P~esident, First Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
three D1rectors shall be elected for terms of two years and may 
be reelected for any number of succeeding consecutive terms . 
The above officers and directors comprise the Executive Board 
which may appoint additional vice presidents and assista 11ts to 
the Secretary and Treasurer as may be necessary . The Exccut ivc 
Board may also combine the duties of the Secretary and t h e 
Treasurer if desirab l e . 

B. The President shall appoint a nominating committee of t hr ee: or 
more persons in October of th e year preceding the expirat i on of 
the terms of a l l officers and directors . This committ ee s hall 
propose a slate of officers and directors to the Presidc 11 t who 
shall forNard it to the Secretary for t he preparatiOJl of a 
ballot for publication on the January 1869 THIES . Members 
should comp l ete the ballot with \Hite-in votes as d esired ancl 
send to the Secretary postmarked no later than 31 t-larch fo ll OI.,ring 
publication in the 1869 TINES. A plurality of votes cas t Nil) 
be sufficient for election. The Secretary will certify the 
results of the e l ection to the Executive Board by 30 April. 

III. DUTIES OF OFFICERS: 

A. PRESIDENT - The President shall have general supervisory 
powers over all activities of the PRA. The President shall 
preside at all meetings and shall perform all duties as empowered 
by the Constitution and Bylm-.rs. The President is an ex·off i cio 
member of a ll committees and shall appoint members of all 
commit tees. 

B. FIRST VI CE PRE S ID ENT - The First Vice President sha ll a ss i ~ t. 
the President in the s up ervision of all PRA activities a nd shall 
perform the duties of the President in the latte r•s abs~11cc. 

C. SECRETARY - The Secretary shall keep an accurate a nd p erm~nent 
record of all PRA activities . includin2 minutes of a ll mecUngs . 
The Secretary \oJ i 11 hand 1 c all PRA correspondence, including ne'" 
member applications and their processing. The Secretary s hall 
maintain a file of all PRA memoranda , documents and PRA property 
lists . The Secretary s hall maintain an up-to·date members hip 
list and provide members hip changes and additions for publica· 
tion in the 1869 THIES. 

D. TREASURER - The Treasurer shall maintain all PRA financial 
records, render statements and pay bills on behalf of the PRA . 
The Treasurer s h a ll have custody of PRA funds and shall present 
financial status reports h'hen requested by the President and 
provide same to all members on an annual basis . These financial 
status r eports may be publish ed in the 1869 TI~I ES for the 
cognizance of all members. 

E. DIRECTORS - The Directo r s shall advise and counsel the 
President and other officers on various matters pertaining to 
their duties as requested. 

F. EXECUTIVE BOARD - The Executive Board shall consist of the 
Officers and Directors and shall provide policy guidance on all 
matters pertinent to the management and conduct of all PR.A 
activities . The Executive Board shall also be responsible for 
the receipt , management and disbursement of all funds donated 
under a tax deductible status . A majority of the Executive 
Board shall constitute a quorum. 

G. EDITORIAL BOARD - The Editorial Board shall consist of th e 
Editor and Associate Editors as r equired . The Editorial Board 
will be responsible for the solicitation , editing and publica­
tion of all PRA literatur e . The Editor shall be responsible 
for the regular publication of th e 1869 TINES and the annua l 
REGISTER, and any other publications prepared by the PRA . The 
Editor and Associate Editors shall be appointed by th e President 
with the concurrence of the Executive Board. 

IV . PRA PUBLICATIONS: The PRA shall publish the 1869 TIMES, a 

v. 

VI. 

quarterly newsletter, and THE REGISTER, an annual publication 
containing research and s tudy material. The Editor shall be 
responsible for th e publication of the 1869 TDIES and THE 
REGISTER in accordance \dth poli cy detl"rmined by the Executive 
Board. 

OFFICIAt NOTICES: Official notices publi she d in the 1869 THIES 
"''ill be deemed to be official PR.A notices to al1 members. 

FISCAL YEAR: The PRA fiscal )'Car shall be from 1 July to 30 June. 

~IAR RET L. 11'\INSC.II, PRES !DENT VI I. J\J\IFND:-.1ENTS: Proposed amendments to the P\{1\ Canst i tuti on and ByJ<H..rs 
may be submitted to the President by :lilY memLe r :Jt any tim e for 
con s ideration by th e Executive Board. Propo~e d illnendments will 
be approved or rejected by il majorjty vole of the Executive 
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l 977 REGISTER 

The 1977 REGISTER will be in preparation very soon. Shown bel ow are the autho rs and subjects which 
they will cover in their articles. Your Edit o r's message is two -f ') ld at this point: 

l) Review this listing and see if y o u are able to C') ntribute in any way to the res earc h 
being conducted by the various Associates . I f you can help , the writers w')u ld very 
much like to hear fr o m yo u. Only thro ugh a sharing of such information can our PRA 
be successful in pro mulgating meaningful data. 

2) Seriously c o n sider writ ing an article h r the '77 REGISTER. It is not too late to start 
writing if y o u ha ve already gathered s o me stamps o r c o vers and have been mentally putting 
together a sto ry . I w ill wo rk with you in every way p0 ssible. We had several f irst-time authors 
last year who remarked after the acceptance of their article , "It wasn't s o hard after all ~ " So 
get with it. Give it a try . Write me and let's discuss i t -- 5 0 99 Steuben Dr . , Memphis, TN 38134 

A Listing Of Proposed 1977 REGISTER Articles: 
Jon Rose "Canc e llations on the 90c 1869" Again Jon will review a raft of old Aucthn Catalogues~ 
Bob Markovits "Earliest Known Usages of the 1869 Stamps" This 0 ne sh'J uld put it all together. 
Howard L. Rosenberg - "Railroad Cancellati')ns Found ') n the 1869 Stamps " Probably will be a year 

away ( ' 78 REGISTER), but info rmatio n needed . Please Help #134. 
J. C. M. Cryer - "The Landing of Columbus" Will discuss and speculate o n the 3 types of the l5c stamp. 
Elliott H. Coulter "Usage of the 1869 Reissues" Wow, difficult subject: should be quite interesting . 
Joe H. Crosby - "B. F. Stevens, United States Despatch Agent, L o nd o n , England" Includ es unpublished 

Information about Mr. Ste vens and a new disc o very which may be earliest marking' 
Margaret L. Wunsch - " Sitka, Alaska Territory Usage of 1869 Stamps" Talk ab'Jut Territorials~ 
Donald E. Haller , Jr. "Essays fo r the 1869 Issue" A pictorial review. 
Ravi Vora & Margarel L. Wunsch - "Turkish Markings on an Interesting 1869 Cover" Severa l rev e lations. 

Additional articles have been prom ised by the following autho rs , however their subjects have not been chos en : 
Benjamin E . Chapman: J o hn B irkinbine, II: Michael C. O'Reilly: Cy H0 r ow itz : Your "F<:ditor is still 
working on some Assoc iates, horing to get them to C') ntribute some of their expertise , including Michael 

Laurence: Hubert Skinner : M illard Mack : Falk Finkel burg He rman. Herst : Lynn K. Brugh. Jr. and 
several others. 

Deadline for article submission is December 31, 19 76 (although if we are working closel y together, a somewhat 
later date may be arranged). The main thing is t o get to work n ow . The book must be ready for our annual 
meeting at WESTPEX Arril 29-May l , 19 77 . 

How ' s this for an Oddity? Shown here is a used 30c 1869 stamp completely lacking the r ed 
part of the design-- which included the shield, the eagle and all of the wording. No , it's 
not a newl y discovered erro r-- just an exampl e o f tinkering. The carmine dyes used during 
the classic era are n o t o riously susceptible to chemical enhancement. In this case, th e en­
hancement resulted in disappearance. In his Specia l Service, Ashbrook wrote about a com­
parable 30c stamp, where the red design had been removed and then replaced by a hand-drawn 
facsimile. Ashbrook's speculatio n was that the stamp in question was a l'ractice effort by a 
faker whose ultimate intention was t o produce an invert. Perha!'S the stamp sho w n here has 

a comparable history. Few of us will ever o wn a 3C'c invert, but tho se who do ought t'J have thel'h expertised. 

First Day of 3c Locomotive Brings $1 , 800. 00 ~ ~ 

A late breaking news item of interest to 1869 Specialists: R & R Stamps, 340 W estbury Ave. , Carle 
Place, N.Y . 11514 just sold an earliest known use cover of the 3c 1869 L o como ti ve in its Sept. 10 , 19 76 
Auction at LISDA for $1800 . This cover b o re the c o rner card of the Equitable Life Insurance Co. 

QUALITY IN VESTORS , L T D. 

1. 1869 Pictorial Research Associates 1976 Interphil Publicatio n , the ini t ial b oo kl et : a wealth of 
information. Out of Print. Only 4 left in stock. lst che cks , po stpaid 

2. U.S. Mail and P o st Office Assistant, two incred ible vo lum es, Out of Print , 300 printed: 
Classic. So much information that Ashbrook c o uld not print it all 

3. Mort Neinken , lc 1851-57 Deluxe Edition , Cased . 
4 . Mort Ne inken, l2c 1851-57 Pamphlet, Out o f Print 
5. APS , De Thunin, The Master Fo rger 's Work, Out of Print 
6. Robert Markovits, lOc U.S. Registry Stamp o f l 9ll & Bib . of R eg i st . Ma il , 1867 to Date 
7 . Literature List, just issued 10/ l /76 
8. Booklet Pane List, Sc. 279b to 1513 (Zo ne) , Air Mail_s, P o ssessions, the o nly comprehensive 

list by pos itions 

We Want To Buy Stamps And Covers Prio r To 1932: Want lists S o licited. Check w / Order. 

ROBERT L. MARKOVI TS, Pres. QUALITY IN VEST0RS , LTD. 
P o st Office Box 891, Middletown , N . Y. 10940 

(914) 343 -2174 
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